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CONFIDENTIAL SANTIAGO 5673 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: Cl, SHUM, UN, PFOR 

SUBJECT: UNHRC AND POSSIBLE CHILEAN HUMAN RIGHTS MEASURES 

REF: STATE 194786 

1. PARA 3 REFTEL ASKED WHAT MEASURES GOC MIGHT TAKE TO 
IMPROVE ITS POSITION ON HUMAN RIGHTS PRIOR TO UNGA 
CONSIDERATION. 

2. AS INDICATED SANTIAGO 5638, GOC SAYS IT IS ALREADY TAKING 
SOME STEPS. THESE INCLUDE: 

A) PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS IN CHILE ARE IN TOUCH WITH UNHRC 
WORKING GROUP, PRESUMABLY AT GOC INSTANCE. 

B) AMBASSADOR BAZAN WILL MEET INFORMALLY WITH CHAIRMAN 
AND MEMBERS OF WORKING GROUP IN GENEVA. 

C) GOC HAS INFORMED SYG WALDHEIM FORMALLY THAT GOC IS READY 
TO FURNISH HIM ALL NECESSARY HUMAN RIGHTS INFORMATION. GOC 
MAY VOLUNTEER INFORMATION IF HE DOES NOT REQUEST IT. 

D) FOREIGN AFFAIRS ESTABLISHMENT HERE KEEPS ALIVE HOPE THAT 
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VISIT OF UNHRC WORKING GROUP. THE GOC MAY CONVEY THIS 
NOTION TO OTHERS WITH SOME GOOD EFFECT IN ADVANCE OF UNGA. 

3. THERE IS NO ASSURANCE GOC WILL TAKE ANY ADDITIONAL 
MEASURES. HOWEVER, WE ARE STARTING TO HEAR RUMORS THAT, VERY 
SHORTLY IF NOT IN CONJUNCTION WITH SEPTEMBER 1 1 SECOND 
ANNIVERSARY OF COUP, SOME NEW MEASURES WILL BE ANNOUNCED 
(SANTIAGO 5488). MOST OFTEN MENTIONED ARE A REDUCTION (BUT 
NOT ELIMINATION) OF STATE OF SIEGE, A LARGER ROLE FOR 
CIVILIAN COURTS, AND RESTORATION TO SOME EXTENT OF RIGHT 

OF HABEAS CORPUS IN NATIONAL SECURITY CASES. 

4. CHANGES IN THESE AREAS, IF ACTUALLY PUT INTO EFFECT, 

COULD BE VERY IMPORTANT. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT MANY SENIOR 
GOC OFFICIALS WOULD REGARD SUCH MEASURES AS MAJOR CONCESSIONS. 
GIVEN PAST EXPERIENCE, HOWEVER, OBSERVERS WILL WANT TO 
OBSERVE IMPLEMENTATION CAREFULLY BEFORE REACHING AN ESTIMATE 
OF THEIR REAL SIGNIFICANCE. 
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